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https://www.britishcouncil.org/voices-magazine/
surprising-facts-about-arabic-language

A summary of an article by the British Councils
Faraan Sayed.

Do you know how many Arabic words there are
for dove»?

There are more than 300 million Arabic speak-
ers in the world

Arabic is the official language of the 22 countries
in the Arab League. There are over 300 million Ara-
bic speakers in the world, most of them in the Middle
East and North Africa. It is also one of the six official
languages of the United Nations (UN).

Arabic has different forms depending on the
context in which it>s used

Arabic is a Central Semitic language, closely relat-
ed to Aramaic and Hebrew. Standard or Classical Ar-
abic — Fusha — is used in popular media, literature and
other formal settings. ‘Aamiya’ is colloquial Arabic,
and varies from country to country, and even town to
town. The different forms can be used together, de-
pending on context.

Arabic developed through an oral and poetic tradi-
tion that began in the Arabian Peninsula before Islam
was established. The Arabic script is widely used in
the art of calligraphy, and contemporary Arabic art
often uses a fusion of calligraphy and graffiti, known
as «calligraffiti>.

Arabic constructs words from basic roots
Like other Semitic languages, Arabic constructs
different but related words from basic roots. For ex-

ample, the three letters ‘k-t-b’, always occur in
words related to writing, such as ‘kitaab’ which
means a book, and ‘maktab’ which means a
desk or office. Consequently, direct translation,
particularly of poetic texts, is often difficult —
the root of a word may contain a meaning that
could take a few sentences to translate. How-
ever, this points to a depth of both meaning and
emotion unmatched by many languages.

There are at least 11 words for dove> and
hundreds of words for <camel>

Arabic has at least 11 words for love and
each of them indicate a different stage in the
process of falling in love. The word <hawa, for
example, describes the initial attraction of the
soul or mind towards another. The term comes
from the root word ‘h-w-a’, a wind that rises
and falls.

<Alaaqay, comes from the root word ‘a-1-q’
which means to cling on to, and describes the
next stage when the heart begins to attach itself
to the beloved, before evolving into a blind de-
sire «shqy, and all-consuming love «shaghaf>.
The final stage, <huyum», describes the com-
plete loss of reason.

The most common word for love in Arabic,
<hubby, comes from the same root as the word
‘seed’ — that which has the potential to grow
into something beautiful.

The word for heart, ‘qalb’, comes from the
root word ‘q-l-b’, meaning to turn something
over. Although the word refers to the physical
heart, it becomes appropriate when we think of
the heart as a metaphor for the tendency to con-
stantly turn over emotions that affect decisions
and opinions. Be careful to pronounce the first
letter correctly as the word <kalb> translates as
‘dogy, and is very insulting.

Arabic’s expansive vocabulary is pertinent
to practical life, too. It is said to have hundreds
of words for ‘camel’. For example, ‘Al-Jafool’
means a camel that is frightened by anything;
‘Al-Harib’ is a female camel that walks far
ahead of the others so that it appears to be flee-
ing.

‘Trust in God, but tie up your camel’ is a

V¢

practical Arabic proverb used to express the
nature of destiny and personal responsibil-
ity. The matter of destiny is also indicated by
everyday phrases such as ‘Insha’Allah’ (God
willing).

Arabic has sounds that domt exist in
other languages

There are many differences between Ara-
bic and English, the most obvious one being
that it is written from right to left. There are
also a few sounds that don’t exist in other lan-
guages, such as «z»> , which is a ‘h’ sound as
in ‘hubb’ (love). To pronounce it properly, we
might imagine breathing on a window pane to
create a mist.

English has many words of Arabic ori-
gin

English has many words acquired either
directly from Arabic or indirectly from Arabic
words that entered into Romanic languages
before passing into English. Examples in-
clude: racquet, alchemy, alcohol, algebra,
algorithm, alkaline, (the article ‘al’ in Arabic
denotes ‘the’), amber, arsenal, candy, coffee,
cotton, ghoul, hazard, lemon, loofah, maga-
zine, sherbet, sofa, tariff — and there are many
more.

The algebraic letter ‘x’ that represents an
unknown number, originates from the Arabic
word ‘shay’ (thing), which became translated
to ‘xay’ in Spain, leading to its final abbrevia-
tion and use in algebra as ‘x’.

Even the number symbols used in non-Ar-
ab countries today were introduced to Europe-
ans by Arab merchants.

Evolution of Hindu-Arabic numerals —_ ET Fe>4?

Brahmi, 15t century ot

ArER A ISANOT)

Indian (Gwalior), 9th century

{ !
23567289 [IFFFodV A9 RI8YIE0TL

West Arabic (Gobar), ¢. 11th century East Arabic, ¢. 11th century Sanskrit Devanagari, Indian,

. 11th century
[232¢6~890]

15th century

16th century (Direr)

@ 2006 Encyclopadia Britannics, Inc,
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WHEN IS A PHRASAL VERB NOT A PHRASAL VERB?

Increase your awareness for teaching verbs with
prepositions.

For general pedagogical purposes, a phrasal verb
is a multi-word verb, i.e., a verb connected with an
adverb or a preposition or both, to make a different
verb, usually with a different meaning. However, in
the finer points of definition, student texts and teach-
er texts tend to differ. Generally, TEFL texts insist on
a distinction between phrasal verbs as natural units
formed with prepositions or adverbs, and preposi-
tional verbs requiring prepositional objects (Quirk
& Greenbaum pp347-351; Leech & Svartvik p263;
Murcia & Freeman p425). On the other hand, student
texts tend to present the category of phrasal verbs as
including both those types (Cassell p211-215; Long-
man p462; Oxford Advanced p949). They also often
include types which are not strictly phrasal verbs but
verbs that combine with prepositional adverbs that
function like prepositional phrases:

They walked past (the place). S he
ran across (the street).
(Leech & Svartvik p263)

While such collocations do not involve a change
in meaning, they must be among the distinctions that
students are required to make when determining the
use of verb + preposition/adverb.

Importance of learning phrasal verbs

Students should be made aware of the following
(adapted from Cassell, p212):

*Phrasal verbs are very common in everyday na-
tive speech, magazines and newspapers.

*The single-word verb-substitute for a phrasal
verb may often be considered too formal in every-
day speech: find out = determine; give up = aban-
don; leave out = omit; do without = economise on.

*Phrasal verbs are constantly taking on new
meanings or being invented: to be into = be very in-
terested in; to turn sb on = excite sb.

*Phrasal verbs provide many useful nouns and
adjectives: breakthrough, input, makeup, outburst,
takeover, go-ahead, standby.

Difficulties for Students

Phrasal verbs cause much difficulty for students
for several reasons:

1. Their meanings are often idiomatic, i.e., they
cannot always be determined by knowing the mean-

ings of their constituent parts, as in

Jennifer gave up (give up = surrender).

2. Apparent antonyms may have unrelated
meanings: run out (exhaust) is not the opposite
of run in (send to jail).

3. There are very few non-Germanic lan-
guages that have phrasal verbs. This fact of-
ten results in students using single-word verbs
when phrasal verbs would be more appropriate.
The single-word verbs often sound unnecessar-
ily formal, particularly in speech:

I arose early this morning = I got up ear-
ly this morning.

4. Some phrasal verbs must be separated;
some must not; some may be separated under
certain conditions. Students falter over the con-
ditions which govern separability when such
verbs are used transitively: Turn out the lights
may also take the forms, Turn the lights out and
Turn them out, but not *Turn out them.

Distinctions between Prepositional Verbs
and Phrasal Verbs

1. Prepositional Verbs

1.a. In He made for the door, the word for
indicates the direction of the action implied by
made (went), thus serving as a preposition in the
prepositional phrase, for the door. But it also al-
ters the meaning of make, and so becomes inte-
grated with the verb, too. Therefore, make for is
not strictly a phrasal verb, but is referred to as a
prepositional verb.

1.b. Due to their requiring a prepositional
object, prepositional verbs are always transitive:

He made for the door.
*He made for.

1.c. The above fact also makes them insepa-
rable, since the preposition must always precede
the prepositional object (noun or pronoun):

He made for the door. / He made for it.
*He made the door for. / *He made it for.

However, an intensifier may be inserted be-

tween the verb element and the preposition:
He made straight for the door.

1.d. Bearing in mind that this example is
probably a foreshortening of make a move
for, then we may say that by the nature of the
preposition being appropriate to a prepositional
phrase, such verbs are often less idiomatic than
phrasal verbs, i.e., they tend to keep closer to

the literal meaning of their elements. Other
examples are try on an item of clothing, take
off an item of clothing. However, these and
many other verbs also have quite different and
idiomatic usages: try it on (fixed phrase) = be
devious; take off (intransitive) = become air-
borne.

2. Phrasal Verbs

2.a. In Sally looked up the word in the dic-
tionary, the word up is now linked specifically
to the verb to create a different meaning (find
details of) from that of the verb in isolation,
and thus appears to be more like an adverb.
Furthermore, unlike up as a preposition, it can
move after its object: Sally looked the word up
in the dictionary. The sentence relates to the
question What did Sally look up? and so up
forms a natural unit, or a “phrase”, with look,
since up the word is not a natural unit. There-
fore look up is a phrasal verb, and in such
verbs, the non-verb element is referred to as a
particle, or an adverbial particle.

2.b. Phrasal verbs may be transitive or in-
transitive:

Sally looked up the word. (transi-
tive)

His health picked up. (intransitive)

She picked up her son in the car. (tran-
sitive)

The car broke down. (intransitive)

2.c. Intransitive phrasal verbs are naturally
inseparable since they have no object, but most
transitive phrasal verbs may be separated:

Sally looked up the word. / Sally
looked the word up.

Drink up your milk quickly. / Drink
your milk up quickly.

(The factors governing the choice of sepa-
rable or inseparable forms are discussed later
under the heading, Separable Phrasal Verbs.)

Unlike prepositional verbs, phrasal verbs
do not admit intensifiers:

*Sally looked straight up the word. /
*Sally looked the word straight up.

2.d. Due to the fusion of the particle to the
single-word verb, such verbs are often idi-
omatic, or non-compositional, i.e., they tend
away from their original meanings towards
figurative meanings.

To be continued
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